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OT Unit 12, Lesson 45, Take-home

Today’s EPIC Story:T

Ezra

Ezra 1:1-5; 3—6

THE STORY  HOME

After living in exile for 70 years, Cyrus the king of Persia said the Israelites should rebuild 

the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem. Th e heads of the families of Judah and Benjamin and 

lots of other people prepared to go to Israel to rebuild the Temple. Th ey worked hard to build the 

Temple just as God had instructed. Some people tried to stop the rebuilding of the Temple, but 

after several years, it was fi nished. Th e priests and Levites were put back in their positions and the 

Passover was celebrated.

PARENTS & KIDS QUESTIONS:

• Cyrus, king of Persia, was the most powerful ruler in the world at that time and he 

wasn’t Jewish. Why do you think he said the Temple should be rebuilt in Jerusalem?

• Share a WOW! What surprises you, amazes you, or seems really cool about how God 

worked in this story?

• Would you have wanted to go back to your homeland and work really hard to rebuild the 

Temple, or stay in the only place you’d ever known even though you were in captivity?

• How do you think God felt when the Temple was completed? 

How did God’s people feel?

Together  HOME

When the Temple was fi nished, it was time to celebrate the Passover, which was fi rst celebrated 

right before Pharaoh let Moses and the Israelites leave Egypt. Jews continued to celebrate Passover 

every year. Jesus even celebrated the Passover right before His death and resurrection. Taste a few 

of these traditional Passover foods together: unleavened bread, horseradish, a mixture of apple, 

nuts and cinnamon, a roasted egg, parsley or celery, and lamb.

Bible Memory  HOME

“‘Th e days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘When I will make a new covenant… I will be 

their God, and they will be my people.’” (Jeremiah 31:31, 33)

Use some toilet paper rolls, paper towel rolls, or wrapping paper rolls as trumpets. Blow them 

loudly. Th en, say this verse together. March around your yard or house blowing your trumpets and 

repeating God’s declaration.


